ANALYTICAL    PSYCHOLOGY    AND    EDUCATION   341
foot forward into the unknown ? It is the too close adherence
to the parents that is unnatural and morbid, because the
child's too great fear of the unknown is itself equally morbid.
Therefore it is one-sided reasoning to say that hesitation in
the advance is necessarily a sex-dependence on the parents.
Often it may be simply a reculer pour mieux sauter.
Even in cases where children do exhibit sexual symptoms—
where, in other words, the ' incestuous' tendency is obvious—
I should advise careful examination of the parents' mentality.
One finds astonishing things: for instance, a father un-
consciously in love with his own daughter, a mother uncon-
sciously flirting with her own son, thus imparting under
cover of unconsciousness their own adult emotions to their
children, who, again unconsciously, act the parts attributed
to them. Unless diseased, children play these strange and
unnatural roles only when they are unconsciously forced into
them by their parents' attitude. Let me illustrate what I
mean by a case.
There was a family with four children, three daughters
and one son. All four had been neurotic ever since child-
hood. They showed many symptoms of neurosis even before
puberty, I omit unnecessary details, as I propose to describe
the fate of that family only in its outlines.
The first daughtet, when she was nineteen fell in love with
a very nice and decent young man, and intended to marry
him. Although she loved him very much, she never allowed
him to kiss her. But at the same time, she became fascinated
by an uneducated sensual man whom she did not respect
at all. In fact, she despised him. Nevertheless she had
sexual relations with him. After a couple of months she
could no longer stand the tension, and she broke down with
a very serious form of neurosis.
The second daughter was rather flirtatious. She declined
a serious offer of marriage when she was twenty-two. Then
she began a strange career: she flirted particularly wilh
married men, upsetting and seducing them whenever she could.

